BID News Round-up
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< Merchant Survey Completed
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Many thanks to all storefront businesses in the BID for their help
in responding to our survey to get hours of operation, types of
products/services offered, etc. The information will be used to create
a comprehensive database that will enable shoppers, visitors, tourists,
and others to easily locate a store, restaurant, hotel, or other entity in the
area. The data will be posted on the web site and in easy-to-read map
brochures due out later this year.
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+« Graphics Design & Web Site Design Firm Selected
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A selection committee formed by members of the Design and Marketing
Committees of the BID reviewed proposals received from six applicants
in response to a Request For Proposals publicized in March. After face-
to-face interviews of the three finalists, JammfFactory was selected on
the basis of their experience/track record, enthusiasm for the project and
price. For more information on the firm, visit www.jammfactory.com.
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+ Street Lights Debut Along Broadway
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Late last year, the BID secured a major street lighting improvement
project for Chinatown. 52 new streetlights and 42 pedestrian lights will
be installed along Broadway between Cesar Chavez to Cottage Home
streets next month. The project will replace the existing streetlights
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Please join us at one of the following meetings and see how you can be a part of the Chinatown
Business Improvement District!
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Organization Committee: every 1st Thursday, at 10:00 a.m.
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Economic Restructuring Committee: every 1st Thursday, at 12:00 noon
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Marketing Committee: every 1st Friday, at 12:00 noon
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Design Committee: every 3rd Monday, at 12:00 noon
BT EEE  SRAEZAEM—PF12K

Board Meeting: every 4th Thursday, at 12:00 noon
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To review the agendas and minutes for each meeting, please visit www.chinatownla.com. To
confirm meeting dates, or for inquiries, please call the BID office at (213) 680-0243.
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Los Angeles Chinatown Business Council
727 N. Broadway, Suite 208
Los Angeles, CA 90012

To contact our office:
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(213) 680-0243 * (213) 617-3298 Fax
To report graffiti:
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(800) 675-4357

To report pan handlers and crimes:
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(626) 282-8380

Police and Emergency:
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with 30-foot decorative poles and 14-
foot pedestrian scale streetlights in a
distinctive “Chinese” design. Funding
for the project will come from the BID
and the City of Los Angeles’ Bureau of
Street Lighting.  Plans for expanding
the lighting improvement project to
North Hill Street are also in the offing.
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Community Calendar {1[E HE

Dedication of Chinatown's new Gold Line Station
Saturday, May 17, 11:00 a.m.
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Chinatown Farmers’ Market:
Thursdays from 3-7:00 p.m., 727 No. Hill Street
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Chinatown Art Evenings:

Saturday evenings on Chung King Road

May 10, May 17, June 21, July 12
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Chinese American Patriots Day:
Saturday, June 28, Central Plaza
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Absolut L.A. International Biennial Art Invitational:
July 12 Chung King Road
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Chinatown Film Series:

Saturday evenings (free with proof of purchase from any
Chinatown merchants)

July 19, 26, August 2, 9, 16, 23.
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For current information on events and gallery openings, visit www.chinatownla.com
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Did You Know?

The BID removes 1,200 trash bags per week, or 450,500 pounds per
year of trash from our streets, keeping our community attractive.
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Los ANGELES CHINATOWN BusiNEss CounciL ¢ 727 N. BRoabway, Suite 208, Los ANGELEs, CA 90012 » TeL: 213.680.0243

LA Chinatown Business
Council Board of Directors
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Patrick Lee, President XFE : T
939 College, LLC 939 College, LLC
Kim Alan Benjamin, Vice President  BIERE
Laeroc Partners Laeroc Partners
Diane Poon, Secretary WE : BEFE
Community At Large #EE
Wilson Tang, Treasurer Sl - HEE
Cathay Bank ZRIRAT
Leland Chan il
Phoenix Bakery ERg
Joe Chiu Ficl 1 f=
Lung Kung Tin Yee Association FEIRRZ LT
Christina Kan SN
PAMC, Ltd. RIS T
Peter Kwong, Jr. B
Best Western Dragon Gate Inn BEPTIRAE
Donald Lam e
808 Tower LLC 808 KEHRAA]
Henry Leong ZAthF
Chinese Chamber of Commerce of L. A. FhEEEpT e
Marshall Lew 23248
First Chinese Baptist Church E—EANRE
Lawrence J. Lue b
Chinatown Service Center BRSO
Al Soo Hoo SIEERIR
West Plaza Property Owner BERFEE
Roland Soo Hoo SIfEREE
Los Angeles Chinatown Corp. HhEEZENF]
Michael Tom BT
Eller Media Eller BE& A E]
Quan Troung RS
Southern California Teo-Chew Association SN 2R
Betty KC Yeow o[£2373
The Alliance RRE
Philip Young a5 &
Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association ~— FIZEEEE
George Yu, Executive Director {TBERE : F F
Far East Plaza BRI
Mission Statement {# 45 &

To creatively plan, manage and facilitate the
rebirth of historic Chinatown as a culturally
defined, economically vibrant and socially

engaging community.
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Yellow Ribbons Flourish in Chinatown
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Driving through the streets of Chinatown
one can hardly miss the hundreds of trees decked
in yellow ribbons as a gesture of support for the
U.S. troops. The project, funded by the Chinese
Consolidated Benevolent Association and the
Los Angeles Chinatown Business Council, was
also strongly supported by the L.A. Chinese
American Citizens Alliance and the Chinatown
Service Center, among others.

It was volunteers from the L.A. Chinatown
Business Council and children from Castelar
Elementary School, under the leadership of
Princi-pal Cheuk Choi, who tied ribbons on
Wednesday and Thursday, April 9 and 10th.
Reporters and camera crews from KABC, KCBS,
KCAL, KSCI, KVEA, and the Los Angeles
Times all
flocked
to cover
the story.
Other press
included
Sing Tao
Daily,
Chinese
Daily News,
International
Daily News,
Chinese
American
Daily News, The China Press, the Korean Times
and La Opinion.

"Merchants, business owners, and residents
are very supportive of America and our troops
oversees," said Patrick Lee, President of the
Los Angeles Chinatown Business Improvement
District. "We are pleased to show our support
in this very tangible way," echoed Peter
Lau, President of the Chinese Consolidated
Benevolent Association.

"The ribbons will stay up till our troops
come home safe and sound," added George
Yu, Executive Director of the Los Angeles
Chinatown Business Improvement District.
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(Above)  Castelar  children  pose  for
photographers as they tie ribbons on trees in
Chinatown. Cheuk Choi, principal of Castelar,
is pictured at left.

(Left)  Castelar  schoolchildren  and
community leaders and volunteers pose
in front of the CCBA building. The CCBA
and the BID sponsored the Yellow Ribbon
Campaign.
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In a stunning example
of BID action on behalf of
constituents, the L.A. Chinatown
Business Improvement District
along with Mr. Chi Mui (current
councilman city of San Gabriel)
speartheaded a campaign to
protect area restaurants from a
lawsuit, and collaborating with others, won
dismissal of the lawsuit in record time.

Upon learning of the lawsuit filed
against nearly 1,000 food establishments
throughout L.A. County brought by the
Trevor Law Group/Consumer Enforcement
Group, the BID acted quickly to organize
a Small Business Assistance Fund (SBAF)
to defend those in Chinatown. The Fund
ultimately represented 46 restaurants,
bakeries and markets named in the lawsuit.
Through Cooke Sunoo of the Asian Pacific
Small Business Assistance Program, the
BID was able to enlist the support of District
Attorney Cooley’s office. The BID, through
the fund, collaborated with other groups
such as the Chinatown Service Center, the
Little Tokyo Service Center, and the Korean
American Grocers Association.

Announcement of the dismissal of the
lawsuit came at a press conference held at
Gourmet Carousel on April 10. Many individuals and organizations
were credited with the tremendous effort that defeated the lawsuit
including California Attorney General Bill Lockyer and Deputy

Kwang of Hop Woo Restaurant.

BID Plays Crucial Role in Organizing
Defeat of Unfair Lawsuits
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LA. County DA Steve Cooley speaks to reporters at a press
conference at Gourmet Carousel restaurant. Seated behind him

(left to right) are Head Deputy D.A. Thomas Papageorge, Small
Business Assistance Fund attorney Robert Fong, a representative
from the Korean American Grocers Association, and manager Kai

IR G T I ZRE Steve  Cooley B 1T 1 5 122 5 Thomas
Papageorge ~ /N FIZE#E Bh B & &/ AMRobert Fong ~ 5542
BEhSHERARNAMEEFRKEBEELERTS L -

Cooley and Deputy District
Attorneys Thomas Papageorge
and Stanley Williams, California
Assembly Member Judy Chu,
attorneys H. Robert Fong, Frank
W. Chen, Chi Mui of the L.A.
Chinese American  Citizens
Alliance, and George Yu of the
Los Angeles Chinatown BID.
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Attorney General Sabrina S. Kim, L.A. County District Attorney Steve
Sweet straw-

berries, easy to

peel tangelos, crisp

asparagus and a myriad of Asian
vegetables are available now that spring is here. All produce
offered at our Thursday Farmers’ Market is from California
certified growers and producers, ensuring quality and consistency
of product.

This May and June, a marketing promotion for the Farmers’
Market is underway whereby diners at Chinatown restaurants
receive a flyer that they can bring with them to the Farmers’ Market
and redeem for a gift of seasonal produce. "It’s a way to capitalize
on those who are familiar with Chinatown, but may not be familiar
with our Farmers’ Market," explains Diane Poon, chair of the BID’s
Marketing Committee. "Our most important target audience is
local. We need to educate them and impress them with more of the
assets Chinatown offers, and they will spread the word."

In the second phase of this campaign, the Farmers’ Market
will showcase Chinatown restaurants. Each restaurant will be
given an opportunity to have a booth for a cooking demonstration,
food sampling, and handing out coupons/promotional literature
to customers. Every week will highlight a different Chinatown
restaurant. Restaurants who are interested in signing up for

this free promotion should contact Lan Gieng or Shan Chao at
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Shan Chao, Marketing
Coordinator, and Diane Poon,
Marketing Committee Chair,
have recently completed the
lengthy grant application
process with City of L.A. s Board of Public Works. The Chinatown BID
has applied for funding for three projects: (1) restoration of the Sun
Yat-Sen statue in Central Plaza; (2) beautification of the sidewalk at
the Hill Street off ramp of the Pasadena Freeway, and (3) installation
of planter boxes creating a streetscape connection from the Gold Line
station to Central and West plazas.

THE SUN YAT-SEN STATUE
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The landmark statue of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen was erected to commemorate
the 100th anniversary of his birthday by the CCBA on land donated
by Chinatown Corporation. Restoration of the statue and its base are
proposed by the BID with matching funds from the City of LA,

One of the few statues in Chinatown is found in Central Plaza and,
though badly decayed, depicts Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, the founding father of
the Republic of China. As one of the greatest figures in China’s history,
Dr. Sun was a revolutionary and the ideological father of modern
China. Educated in Hawaii, he came to Los Angeles in 1905 to gather
support from the local Chinese community for an uprising against the
corrupt Qing Dynasty. He held a fund-raising rally in the Old Spanish
Plaza at which over 800 people attended, many of whom followed him
back to China to fight. Some scholars believe that the Manchus might
not have been overthrown in 1911 if not for this early support from
the Chinese in Los Angeles. Dr. Sun later became the first president
of the Republic of China (1912 — 1949). As the ideological father of
modern China, not only did he give the republic its physical being, but
he also provided the nation with the "Three Principles of the People"
as guidance in its reconstruction. The principles were nationalism
(and the creation of a new state), democracy (and the creation of a
government upholding democracy), and the importance of the people’s
livelihood (the primary concern at the time being land reform). These
principles, and the flexible interpretation thereof, continue to echo
throughout the political history of modern China.

SIDEWALK BEAUTIFICATION & LINKAGES

Another important project for Chinatown is the beautification of
the sidewalk off the Hill Street exit of the Pasadena Freeway, a key
gateway into Chinatown. The Chinatown BID proposes to landscape
the sidewalk with bamboo, which is native to China.

Finally, with the opening of the metro Gold Line station this year,
the BID is seeking funding to add planters along both the east and west
sides of North Broadway and North Hill Streets, and also in Central
Plaza and West Plaza. These planters, designed by local artists, will
guide the eyes of visitors arriving from the Gold Line down the street
and encourage them to explore Central Plaza and the new art colony
of West Plaza.

Chinatown Applies for Neighborhood
Matching Fund Grants
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The martial arts films of Jackie Chan will be the theme
of this year's Chinatown Film Festival. The festival screens
films outdoors at various Chinatown venues, encouraging
the public to shop, dine, and discover Chinatown. The
films are free, however, this year moviegoers will be asked
to show by honor system that they have also visited some
Chinatown merchant or have dined in Chinatown prior to
the movie. 'The films are a wonderful public service, but
we'd like Chinatown businesses to get a little back for the
money—that ultimately comes from them-- that we use to
underwrite the costs of producing the free series," said Diane
Poon, Chair of the BID's Marketing Committee. A detailed list
of the films, show times, and locations will soon be available
at www.chinatownla.com, or by calling the BID office.
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