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Chinatown welcomed in the Chinese New
Year, the Year of the Horse 4700, with a three-
day celebration, Friday, Feb. 15, to Sunday, Feb.
17.  The festivities, which included the Chinese
New Year Festival and Car Show and the 103rd
Annual Golden Dragon Parade, drew one of the
largest crowds in
the last decade.

The C h i n e s e
New Year Festival,
which included a
carnival, cultural
booths and crafts
for children, was
held at the new
public parking lot at
727 N. Hill St., on
property owned by
the Pacific Alliance
Medical  Center
Health Foundation.

The diverse
entertainment line-
up for the main
stage included the
more traditional New Year’s acts, such as lion
dancers and martial artists, as well as a number
of contemporary Asian-American musical acts.

On the first night of the Festival, students
from Castelar, Chinatown’s only elementary
school and the second oldest continuing
elementary school in Los Angeles, and nearby
Solano Elementary were provided with free
unlimited access to all carnival rides and games.

The Golden Dragon Parade was held
Saturday afternoon. The 2002 Miss Los Angeles
Chinatown Queen Tiffany Liu and her court, who
were crowned Jan. 19, presided over the event.
They were joined by this year’s Grand Marshal,
Los Angeles Mayor James Hahn, and the
Celebrity Grand Marshals, the 83rd Rose Queen
Caroline Hsu and her Royal Court.
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The Chinatown BID began 2002 by appointing five non-property owners to
the 2002 BID board of directors and re-electing each of the officers from the 2001
interim board to serve an additional year.

The appointees include two returning directors from the 2001 board – Henry
Leong, representing the Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Los Angeles, and Phillip
Young of GS Printing and Graphics.  Newcomers to the board include: Keng Ong of
Wing Hop Fung, William Phat Su of Camau Association of America, and Quan
Truong of the Southern California Teo-Chew Association.

I would also like to mention that Jee Chin, who had been voted to the 2002
board during last fall’s election, has resigned.  The Chinese Consolidated Benevolent
Association, which he represented, has appointed Sun Hing Lee as his replacement.

We look forward to working with these new directors and hearing their
perspectives on the critical issues being addressed by the BID board.  During the
second year of the 10-year effort to revitalize our community, we plan to build upon
the successes we achieved during Year I, focusing on economic development
initiatives, beautification of the district and high-visibility event marketing.

In February, we launched a pilot program to evaluate the effectiveness of one-
hour free parking.  Initial feedback has been positive and we are investigating
options for continuing this program.

Beautification efforts currently underway include the planting of an additional
77 trees on Broadway and a matching funds program to replace and upgrade
existing awnings on retail locations throughout Chinatown. Long-term programs
include investigating the feasibility of a $10 million matching-funds program with
the Metropolitan Transportation Authority for pedestrian and transportation-
related redevelopment and supporting Proposition 218 on an upcoming ballot for
new street and pedestrian lights.

Events planned for 2002 include major events, such as the recent Chinese
New Year Festival and a Fourth of July celebration. On the evening of Thursday,
May 16, we launched a weekly Farmers’ Market. This summer we will host the
Second Chinatown Film Festival, which will feature martial arts movies.

2002 is certain to be another busy year for the Chinatown BID and we look
forward to increased participation in BID activities by both property owners and
merchants.  I invite you to join us at our board and committee meetings to help us
work toward a more prosperous future for our community.

Patrick Lee

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT



The Chinatown BID launched a weekly Farmers’ Market on
Thursday, May 16, and become the first multicultural district in the
nation to host this type of specialty market.

Like other farmers’ markets, the Chinatown Farmers’ Market
exclusively features high-quality produce from certified growers and
producers in California. But, specifically for this market, many farmers
feature Asian produce to give the Chinatown Farmers’ Market a
distinctive “East Meets West” feel.

In addition to finding an unprecedented selection of Asian
produce for a farmers’ market, visitors to the Chinatown Farmers’
Market experience different aspects of Chinese culture.  They can
watch demonstrations of different Chinese art forms and taste popular
Chinese dishes.

According to George Yu, Executive Director of the Chinatown
BID, “More than 30,000 commuters travel through Chinatown every
day.  We hope that our Farmers’ Market gives them another reason to
stop in Chinatown on their way home from work.”

The Chinatown Farmers’ Market is being held from 4 to 8 p.m. on
Thursdays at the public parking lot at 727 N. Hill, which is adjacent to
the United Commercial Bank building.

“We want the Chinatown Farmers’ Market to be a showcase of
everything you can find in Chinatown,” said Yu.  “We will promote
upcoming events and are looking forward to participation by the
Chinatown businesses.”

Yu explained that the Chinatown BID hopes that merchants will
use the farmers’ market to feature more than just food-related items.

“While it certainly makes sense for merchants to offer items such
as Chinese pastries and tea, we hope that visitors to our farmers’
market will also find Chinese tableware, lucky bamboo, Chinese herbs
and decorative items, to name a few,” he added.

Chinatown Hosts Farmers’ Market to Encourage Nighttime Visits

In sponsoring this market, the Chinatown BID is working with the
Southland Farmers’ Market Association. Many of the most popular
farmers’ markets in the area are members of the Southland Farmers’
Market Association, including those in Beverly Hills, Santa Monica,
Studio City and Westwood.

Merchants interested in participating in the Chinatown  Farmers’
Market should contact the BID office at (213) 680-0243.

The New Year’s celebration included Chinatown’s first-ever car
show, held Saturday and Sunday at the Cathay Bank parking lot at Hill
and Alpine.  For the Year of the Horse, the Ford Special Vehicle Team
brought out both classic and show models of the Ford Mustang.

Chinatown’s New Year activities attracted a tremendous amount
of media coverage, including every major television station in Los
Angeles.  The Los Angeles Times named the Chinatown festivities
one of its “Best  Bets” for things to do that weekend.  Top-rated radio
station KIIS-FM featured the Miss Los Angeles Chinatown court on
Rick Dees morning show and also conducted a live remote from the
festival site on Sunday with its disc jockey Clarence Barnes. In addition,
Chinese radio stations 1300 and 1430 extensively reported live from
Chinatown about the Chinese New Year celebration.

The Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Los Angeles hosted the
weekend’s festivities and the Chinatown BID was a presenting sponsor
for the Chinese New Year Festival.  Other festival sponsors included
Adelphia Digital Cable, AT&T, Downtown News, Health Net, KIIS-
FM, LA Weekly, Pacific Alliance Medical Center Health Foundation
and Wing Hop Fung.
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The Fall/Winter 2001 issue of BID Bulletin featured an article on the new public
parking lot on the 700 block of N. Hill Street.  The article erroneously described
the property as being own by the Pacific Alliance Medical Center (PAMC),
instead of the PAMC Health Foundation.  We apologize for any confusion this
may have caused.

The 2002 Chinatown banners that adorn the streetlights throughout the Chinatown
BID commemorate the Year of the Horse features artwork by Tyrus Wong in the
1940s. The 92-year-old Wong helped to create the look of Chinatown and, while
employed by Disney, was a creative force in the production of “Bambi”.

This summer, the Chinatown BID will continue the successful Chinatown Film
Festival it launched last year.  While last year’s film festival highlighted the work
of director Ang Lee, this year’s festival will feature a selection of martial arts
films.  The films will be screened on Saturday evenings from July 13 to August
31, beginning at 8 p.m. Chinatown merchants interested in being a sponsor of the
event should contact the Chinatown BID at (213) 680-0243.

The Chinatown BID is still accepting applications for its commercial incentive
program to replace existing awnings on commercial buildings within the BID
boundaries.  This program provides a dollar-for-dollar matching grant, up to a
maximum of $1,000, for merchants or property owners to replace awnings.  The
program allows for a total of 10 grants to be awarded, and, to date, only six have
been awarded.  Applications for this grant can be obtained by contacting the BID
office at (213) 680-0243 for an application.

To evaluate the appeal of one-hour free parking in Chinatown, the Chinatown
BID sponsored a seven-week pilot program, which recently ended March 31.

During this pilot program, one-hour free parking was offered at two of
Chinatown’s largest parking lots – 942 North Broadway, operated by Parking
Company of America, and 727 North Hill St., operated by Unified Parking.  Chinatown
visitors who parked at either of these locations received one hour of free parking.

The program also included complimentary shuttle service throughout Chinatown
on the weekends.

“The Chinatown BID implemented this pilot program because Chinatown
property owners and merchants have expressed concerns about the perceived lack
of affordable parking in our community,” said George Yu, Executive Director of the
Chinatown BID.

“We will be reviewing the data from the pilot program to determine how we can
best offer subsidized parking to Chinatown visitors. In the future, it is our intention
to expand the program to include additional parking facilities in Chinatown,” added
Yu.

For visitors that took advantage of this free parking offer, after the first hour,
they paid the posted rate of $1.00 for each additional 20 minutes, up to a maximum of
$3.00 for the entire day.  According to Yu, many long-time Chinatown visitors
commented that this rate is the least expensive parking rate offered in any major
metropolitan city in the country.

BID Sponsored Pilot Program Offering
One-Hour Free Parking in Chinatown


